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Wasp societies and nest construction

Â The nest is the 
center of social life

ÂPaper processed by 
the wasp from
cellulose, water 
and saliva

Â The nest is built 
itself slowly by 
stigmergy

ÂCooperative 
process
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Colony size affects behavior and 
task partition occurs

Karsai And Wenzel PNAS 1998

Â If there is only one 
individual, it must 
undertake each task in 
a given sequence

Â As colony size 
increases, 
specialization occurs

Â In larger colonies 
specialization is very 
high.



Field study in Panama on Metapolybia


